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persuaded that by this ceremony they ensure the success of
their enterprise.1 Among the Man Coc, a mountain tribe
of Tonquin, when a man wishes to avenge himself on an
enemy for some minor offence without killing him, he fashions
an image of his enemy out of paper, fastens it to a tree, and
shoots it with an arrow or a gun. This is supposed to make
the culprit fall ill; but for more serious offences the pro-
cedure is different and more complicated. The injured man
writes the name and village of his enemy on a piece of paper,
which he gives to a he-goat to swallow. Then he hangs the
goat from a tree, and inflicts upon it a severe beating, saying
all the time, " I am sorry to inflict such a punishment upon
you, but the cause is my enemy, who has done me grievous
wrong. You will have to bear witness of this before the
divinities to whom you are despatched. If you fail to dis-
charge this duty, your soul will never be reincarnated, but
will float for ever in the air." After that he releases the un-
fortunate goat and lets it wander and die of hunger in the
forest. He awaits with confidence the result of the message
which he has sent by the goat to the heavenly powers, con-
vinced that he thus ensures the death of his enemy and all his
children.2 In this last ceremony the goat is probably a sub-
stitute for an image of the man's enemy.
In Japan the practice of attempting to injure an enemy by
maltreating an effigy representing him is common, and takes
a variety of forms. The common mode of carrying out the
charm is to form a lay figure of straw, pierced with nails, and.
to bury it beneath the place where the person to be punished
usually sleeps. To avenge the infidelity of a husband or lover
a jealous woman "will take an image of the faithless one, or,
as the case may be, of his frail companion, or of both, and
nail it to a tree within the grounds of some shrine. At
whatever part of the effigy the nail is driven, there will be injury
inflicted on the original in the flesh, but if she should meet the
ghost of an enormous bull and exhibit terror at the apparition
the potency of the charm is lost, and can only be revived with
incantation and imprecations on the offending pair. Another
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